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Can U.S. birth rates affect NASA? Richard O’Toole’s answers may 
surprise you. Many of the “baby boomers” are slated to retire 
within the next 5 to 10 years. This post–World War II decade-
long surge in the birth rate affects many things, including our 
economy, national productivity, the viability of social security, 
and even space exploration. Come find out how the baby boomer 
generation’s impending retirement will affect the U.S. budget, and 
ultimately NASA. Along the way, Rich will also cover related top-
ics like how California and other states win or lose in the research 
and technology budget.

Rich is the manager of JPL’s Office of Legislative Affairs. In this 
position, he establishes and maintains all JPL contacts with Con-
gress, the White House, and other government agencies. Over the 
years, Rich has provided insightful analysis of major trends. Rich 
joined the Laboratory in 1975 as an economist to work on the  
viability of energy systems. As the civil programs work waned,  
he applied his skills to our space activities and became manager 
of the Systems Analysis Section. In 1988, he became manager  
of the Office of Legislative Affairs. Rich also teaches managerial 
economics for Pepperdine University’s MBA program at their 
Pasadena location.

This event is free. All members of the Campus and JPL communi-
ties and retirees are welcome. The external gate to the auditorium 
will be open for off-Lab access. For more information about this 
event, please send e-mail to cma.announce@jpl.nasa.gov or call 
Steve Matousek, (818) 354-6689.
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